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22 October 2020 

 
Attention: Director – Wildlife Trade and Regulations 
  
Leopard Trophy Hunt and Process 2020 
 
As an industry we are appreciative of the Department’s allotted 9 leopard permits for the Limpopo 
Province. The increase in quota is highlighted through strategic partnership and dedicated 
groundwork in research and leopard monitoring. Wildlife Ranching South Africa (WRSA) represents 
the landowners who provide essential habitat for leopards outside of protected areas and play a 
fundamental role in leopard conservation. As an Association we humbly request the following: 
 
1. We request the validity of the permits be extended until 31 December 2021. 

1.1. The Department is justified in drawing comparisons with travel restrictions and COVID 19, 

this needs to be considered further with South Africa’s biggest International Hunting 
Clientele base, the USA, still not allowed to visit our country.  

1.2. WRSA believes the true economic value of our iconic leopard will not be realised as outfitters 
will not have the time to market adequately.  

1.3. Extending the quota for another year will make no difference to the leopard population and 

will allow the following to take place: 
1.3.1. Outfitters will be able to market leopard in the USA and abroad early next year for the 

best possible value, securing the best economic benefit for rural communities that 
conserve leopard.  

1.3.2. The Department will have the much-needed breathing space to now plan and research 
for the 2022 Leopard quota. 

 

2. We request applied scientific research methodology to be implemented for the other provinces in 
South Africa  
2.1. The Eastern Cape has 60% of the canopy (leopard habitat) of Limpopo and has not received a 

single permit.  

2.2. North West used to allocate 5 leopard permits each for Madikwe Game Reserve, Pilanesberg 
and the private sector. It is an insult to the communities that surround these protective areas. 
Unless true intrinsic value can be attained for leopards in these areas, rural communities will 
no longer tolerate leopards.  

2.3. The same thing can be said for communities in Mpumalanga and KwaZulu-Natal. Why have 

no permits been allocated for these provinces? 

 
WRSA requests that the director applies a longer time frame on the validity of the leopard 
permits and allows for the true intrinsic economic potential of this hunting quota to be 
achieved for the benefit of rural communities. 
 

Yours sincerely, 

        
Gerhard Heyneke     Richard York 

WRSA Chairperson     WRSA CEO (Designated) 


