
 

 

 
22 October 2020 
 
 
Ms B Creecy 
Minister of Forestry and Fisheries and Environmental Affairs 
473 Steve Biko Rd  
Arcadia 
0083 
 
 
Dear Honourable Minister Creecy 
 
 
RE: LEOPARD HUNTING QUOTA 2020 
 
 
I trust that you are keeping well and that you have been able to navigate through this 
Covid-19 pandemic successfully.   
 
I write to you as a very concerned individual, not only as a representative of one 
organization, PHASA but on behalf of numerous organizations in the wildlife industry 
who agree and share our concerns. 
 
Honorable Minister, in previous engagements, you've expressed your commitment to 
understand and find sensible solutions to some of the challenges faced by the hunting 
industry.   We fully comprehend your workload and the meaningful contribution you 
have made to our sector. 
 
However, it is with grave concern that I come to you for guidance and assistance.  
The annual leopard hunting quota has always been a very contentious and divisive 
issue.  I am confident that you are aware that for the last five hunting seasons, no 
leopard quota or a ridiculously small quota has been allocated nationally. 
 
We, as an industry, are sympathetic to the challenges the Department faces, but we can 
no longer be observers and watch our leopard populations decimated.  Our aims and 
objectives, as the wildlife industry, are to manage biodiversity in a sustainable manner 
including leopards.   
 
After numerous engagements with the Scientific Authority and SANBI, we fully 
comprehend the financial constraints, limited suitable equipment, and lack of human 
resources to conduct the necessary research. These factors place enormous constraints 
on the research required to evaluate leopard populations throughout our country. 
 
The decimation of the leopard population, not through legal hunting, but linked to 
uncontrolled poaching, poisoning, and shooting of leopard on sight, is a real threat to  
 



 

 

 
 
their existence.  The largest single contributor to these killings is the fact that there is no 
incentive for any landowner to tolerate leopard on his property.   
 
We, as an industry, have become involved and will continue to assist in ensuring that 
such an iconic species has a value and once again becomes tolerated by landowners. It is 
therefore that we ask for assistance to enable us to do justice to the leopard and leopard 
populations thereby conserving them for future Generations. 
 
Honorable minister, during the last few years, we have continually requested that the 
leopard quota be allocated, in advance, towards the end of the year.  Normally at the end 
of October to Mid-November for the following hunting season. 
 
Thereby allowing the applicants to be able to submit their applications timeously and 
complete the required leopard evaluation test. This will enable the provincial 
departments to conduct their various allocation methods to allocate the tags to the 
successful applicants. 
 
We make this request for the following reasons:    
 

1. It enables the successful applicant to timeously market the intended leopard 
hunt. Most of the marketing is done at the various international hunting 
conventions, which are held annually in January and February. 

 
2. It enables the applicant to select the best hunting periods during the cooler, drier 

parts of the year. The minimal leaf coverage and visibility are crucial.  This puts the 
PH in a better position to assess the animal that will be harvested to ensure it 
meets all the prescribed criteria.  

 
3. The amounts of baits required are reduced significantly as they do not decompose 

as fast as in the hottest months of the year. 
 
The 2020 leopard allocation is a reoccurrence of what we pleaded against. For an 
outfitter to determine if the correct leopard is in his/her area, coming to the bait, get the 
client from abroad to arrive in the country and have a good chance of hunting his leopard 
all by the 31st December 2020, is virtually impossible.  To market this current allocation – 
impossible.  
 
We are approaching the end of October - applicants must submit applications and be 
allocated a tag before they may commence marketing. This means that effectively the 
hunt must commence within the next two months. It is common knowledge that 
October – March are not the best months for leopard hunting. 
 
We would therefore request that the hunting period for the 2020 quota, which has been 
approved, be extended to the 31st of December 2021. 
 



 

 

 
 
We trust that you will review and consider our request favourably. 
 
On behalf of and fully endorsed by: 
WRSA 
CHASA 
SA Hunters and Game Conservation Association 
National Hunting and Shooting Association (NATSHOOT)  
SA Wingshooters Association  
Custodians of Professional Hunting and Conservation South Africa 
Limpopo Hunters Liaison Forum 
SECSICOM East Cape 
SATTA 
 
Yours sincerely,     
 
 
          
Dries v Coller          
President 
 
 
 
 
 


